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SUBJECT: PHILIPPE KOENIG, NEW FRENCH AMBASSADOR 
TO NORWAY 

REF: PARIS 897 

1 . WE WOULD ADD FOLLOWING PERSONAL ASSESSMENT OF 
KOENIG TO DATA CONTAINED REFTEL. HE IS AN 
UNUSUALLY DECENT, FRIENDLY PERSON, MUCH LIKED BY HIS 
STAFF. THOUGHTFUL AND CONSIDERATE OF EVERYONE 
AROUND HIM, HE WAS VERY POPULAR HERE IN BERLIN. 

HE IS WELL DISPOSED TOWARD THE US, UNDERSTANDS AND 
WORKS COMPATIBLY WITH AMERICANS (THIS SEEMS TO HAVE 
BEEN CASE IN HAITI AND CERTAINLY WAS TRUE IN 
BERLIN). FRENCH DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER DESTREMAU 
PLACED DURING RECENT DINNER HERE ON FACT THAT KOENIG 
HAD MADE NO PARTICULAR EFFORT TO GET A NEW ASSIGNMENT; 
HE HAD ASKED AND HOPED FOR ONE, BUT WOULD NOT HAVE 
BEEN SURPRISED TO BE RETIRED. HE WAS PLEASED BY 
OSLO APPOINTMENT WHICH WAS ARRANGED BY HIS MANY 
FRIENDS IN PARIS, INCLUDING FONMIN SAUVAGNARGUES, WHO 
PERSONALLY TOLD HIM OF DECISION SEND HIM TO OSLO. 

2. KOENIG IS NOT FORCEFUL, NOT A HARD-CHARGER, 

BUT HE IS REASONABLE, CURIOUS AND BLESSED WITH 
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COMMON SENSE. HE SPEAKS EXCELLENT ENGLISH AND 
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GERMAN. AS HIS BIO DATA SUGGESTS. HIS EXPERTISE 
IS REALLY IN GERMAN AFFAIRS, ESPECIALLY SINCE HIS 
FAMILY ORIGINATED IN THE SAAR AND HAVE BEEN 
INVOLVED WITH GERMANY FOR A CENTURY. KOENIG ALSO 
STUDIED AT FREIBURG BEFORE THE WAR. HE WROTE 
HIS DOCTORAL THESIS ON GERMAN (NAZI) USE OF PUBLIC 
WORKS AS AN ANTI-DEPRESSION ECONOMIC MEASURE. HE 
APPRECIATES THE "BONNE CHERE”, IS A WARM AND 
CONVIVIAL HOST, AND ENJOYS TENNIS. 

3. THE KOENIGS ARE A CLOSE FAMILY, THE CHILDREN 
OCCUPYING THEIR PARIS APARTMENT. MADAME KOENIG, 
WARM AND FRIENDLY LIKE HER HUSBAND, DOES NOT SPEAK 
MUCH ENGLISH. 

4. FOR FRENCH, IMPORTANCE OF NORWAY NOW SEEMS TO 
LIE IN OIL EXPLORATION. IN NOVEMBER, KOENIG 
VISITED PARIS ON TDY, BASICALLY TO MEET FRECH 
INDUSTRIALISTS INVOLVED IN NORWAY'S ROLE IN NORTH 
SEA OIL DEVELOPMENT. GEORGE 
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